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How Does the Department of Education 
Define Race? 
 

 

 

 

 

Student A 

 

Black/African American 

Nothing Else 

 

Black/African American 

Student B 

 

Black/African American 

Hispanic 

 

Hispanic 

Student C 

 

Asian 

Black/African American 

 

Two or More Races 



 

How Does the Black-Serving Institution 
Application Define Race? 
 

 

 

 

 

Student A 

 

Black/African American 

Nothing Else 

 

Black/African American 

Student B 

 

Black/African American 

Hispanic 

 

Black/African American 

Student C 

 

Asian 

Black/African American 

 

Black/African American 



Fall 2023 Spring 2024 Fall 2024 Spring 2025 *1,500 or 10% 
 

Black/African American Students 
Number of Students by Term 
 

 

2,142 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BSI Black/ 

African American 

DOE Black/ 

African American 

2,010 
1,930 

2,013 

1,346 
1,449 

1,288 1,325 

BSI Requirement: 

At least 1,500* 

Black/African 

American students. 



Fall 2023 Spring 2024 Fall 2024 Spring 2025 *1,500 or 10% 
 

10.3% 10.0% 10.0%  

Black/African American Students 
Percent of Headcount by Term 
 

 

15.4% 15.0% 14.8% 15.1% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BSI Black/ 

African American 

DOE Black/ 

African American 

BSI Requirement: 

At least 10%* 

Black/African 

American students. 



 

 

 

 
For the remainder of the presentation, 

“Black/African American” refers to the all-inclusive 
definition. 



 

 
Certificates and Degrees 

Awarded 
The number of degree and certificate programs completed by all students, 

and by Black/African American students. 



 

Enrollment vs. Awards 
Black/African American Students 

 
15.7% 15.5% 15.5% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 

Academic Year Students Started 

 

 

 

 

Percent Enrolled 

Percent Graduated 

In 2023-24, 

15.5% of students 

enrolled were 

Black/African American. 

 

In 2023-24, 

13.0% of certificates or 

degrees were awarded 

to Black/African 

American students. 

13.0% 
13.7% 

13.0% 



 

 

Graduation Rates 

The number of all students, and of Black/African American students, who 
completed degree and certificate programs within normal time and up to 300 

percent of normal time to degree completion. 



 

Normal Time 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Certificates 

Normal Time: 1 year 

300% of Normal Time: 3 years 

Degrees 

Normal Time: 2 years 

300% of Normal Time: 6 years 

Presenter Notes 

2025-03-28 00:55:14 

-------------------------------------------- 

Reference:  

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-
center/fsa-handbook/2022-
2023/vol2/ch2-program-eligibility-
written-arrangements-and-distance-
education 



by 2024-25. Academic Year Students Started  

Graduation Within Normal Time 
Percent of Students 
 

 

 

2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 

 

 

 

 

 

SBVC 

Black/African 

American 

Of the students who 

started in 2022-23, 

8.9% graduated 

by 2024-25. 

 

Of the Black/African 

American students who 

started in 2022-23, 

6.0% graduated 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  



by 2024-25. Academic Year Students Started  

Graduation Within 300% of Normal Time 
Percent of Students 
 

 

 

 

19.9% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 

SBVC 

Black/African 

American 

Of the students who 

started in 2018-19, 

12.8% graduated 

by 2024-25. 

 

Of the Black/African 

American students who 

started in 2018-19, 

9.3% graduated 

14.3% 

12.5% 
13.5% 

12.8% 

10.3% 
11.1% 

 



 

 

Transfer Rates 

The student transfer rates* for all students, and for Black/African American 
students, to four-year colleges and universities. 

 

 
*Using SEA definition of transfer until further definitions are provided. 

Presenter Notes 

2025-03-28 00:55:14 

-------------------------------------------- 

No definition or timeframe provided for 

“transfer rate.” Using SEA definition of 4 

years.  

Also using the SEA definition of 
students with 12 or more transferrable 
units completed at Valley. 



 

Transfer to a 4-Year University 
Percent of Students 
 

 

 

 

2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 

Academic Year Students Started 

 

 

 

 

 

SBVC 

Black/African 

American 

Of the students who 

started in 2020-21, 

9.0% transferred 

by 2024-25. 

 

Of the Black/African 

American students who 

started in 2020-21, 

9.8% transferred 

by 2024-25. 

15.7% 
15.0% 

15.9% 

13.4% 
12.9% 

11.9% 
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