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AB 705 
Implementation 
Updates

Student Services 
& Counseling



AB 705 requires community college districts to maximize the 
p ro b a b ilit y t ha t  a  s t ud e n t  w ill e n te r a nd  co m p le te  t ra nsfe r-leve l 
co ursewo rk in  m a t h  a nd  Eng lish  w it h in  a  o ne -ye a r t im e fra m e  b y 
u t iliz ing  a sse ssm e nt  m e a sure s  t ha t  inc lud e  h ig h  sc ho o l 
p e rfo rm a nce  to  a c h ieve  t h is  g o a l. 

The  g o a l o f AB 70 5 is  to  e nsure  t ha t  s t ud e n t s  a re  no t  p la ce d  in to  
re m e d ia l co urse s  t ha t  m ay d e lay o r d e te r t he ir e d uc a t io na l 
p ro g re ss  un le ss  evid e nce  sug g e st s  t hey a re  h ig h ly un like ly to  
succe e d  in  t he  co lle g e -leve l co urse .

AB 705 
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Implementation

o Spring 2018 began discussion and  working with Math, 

ENGLISH, & READING departments 
o At the same time, the state contract with our assessment 

instrument at the time Accuplacer was expiring and 
community colleges were notified that we would no longer 
utilize Accuplacer. This new information/directive allowed us 
to build the new Guided Self Placement tool for students.

o The new GSP placement would ensure that all new students 
are placed directly into transfer level math and English with 
the option of taking a lower course if they choose to by 
completing the guided self -placement waiver form. 

o Continued receiving new information regarding AB 705 

from the Chancellor’s Memos as it related to using HS data 

for multiple measures.



WHY USE 
HS GRADES

• AB 705 requires colleges to use one or more of the following when 
placing students into courses in math and English:

o Hig h  Sc ho o l GPA

o Hig h  Sc ho o l Co ursewo rk (w hic h  co urse s , how  fa r yo u’ve  g o t te n )

o Hig h  Sc ho o l Gra d e s  

• If o ffic ia l g ra d e s  a re  unava ila b le , co lle g e s  m ay use  se lf re p o rte d  g ra d e s  
o r g u id e d  p la ce m e nt .

• W hy is  t he  use  o f h ig h  sc ho o l g ra d e s  re q u ire d ?

o Eve ryp la ce  a nyo ne  lo o ks  t hey a re  t he  s t ro ng e st , m o st  re lia b le  
p re d ic to r o f co lle g e  p e rfo rm a nce , inc lud ing  s t ud e n t s ’ firs t  
co urse s  in  Eng lish  a nd  m a t h

o Ma nd a te s  t ha t  Ca lifo rn ia  co m m unit y co lle g e s  use  m ult ip le  m e a sure s in  t he ir 
a sse ssm e nt  p ro ce sse s : “‘m ult ip le  m e a sure s’ a re  a  required co m p o ne nt  o f a
d is t ric t ’s  a sse ssm e nt  syste m  a nd  re fe r to  t he  use  o f m o re  t ha n  o ne  
a sse ssm e nt m e a sure  in  o rd e r to  a sse ss  t he  s t ud e n t ” [e m p ha s is  a d d e d ] .



Considerations for completion of transfer -level 
math starting from one -level below

• Not all students goals require transfer -level math
• Need to consider that different majors/pathways lead to different possible math
• Need to account for different curricular entry points after intermediate algebra into transfer -

level math curriculum



Implementation Cont..

• SBVC took a "high -touch" approach to notify SBVC students enrolled in English courses below 
transfer level during the fall 2018 semester. English, Math , & Reading Faculty assisted in 
notifying students in class informing them of the changes in the English, Math, & Reading 
curriculum and placement, how that effected them and instructions on enrolling for the spring 
2019 semester.

• We had counselors complete presentations throughout all the basic skills courses offered 

• We held open student forums regarding AB 705 Q&A 

• This information was sent out in a mass email to student

• Updated local feeder high school counselors of assessment changes and placement

• Current students also received guidance on how to move from one ENGLISH and/or math 
course depending upon the current placement. A comprehensive guide was sent out and 
placed on our AB 705 webpage

• Worked with the math and English department to ensure that all information, polices, and  
changes were made available to both student and counselors. 

• We worked with district IT to build the information AB 705 webpage 
(https://www.valleycollege.edu/student -services/ab -705/index.php ) 

https://www.valleycollege.edu/student-services/ab-705/index.php


Fall 2020

As we continue with navigating AB 705 , Student Services & Counseling is taking these 
further steps:
• Outreach to current students who may need a different math course assigned to 

their education plan.

• Outreach to current students who may need a different English course assigned to 
their Education plan.

• Implement new placement strategies for new students during ( Covid ) applying for 
spring & fall 2021 going forward.



Is the Implementation 
Working? 

Action

o More students are passing transfer -level math courses. 
o Success rates are low. (Preliminary Analysis Of AB 705 

Compliance, Implementation, Student Success, and Student 
Retention: 2019 - 2020)

How can Academic Senate help? 

o Improve student awareness, especially those students who need the 
support. 

o Encourage students that are struggling or dropped mid -semester to 
enroll in Math 601 “ALEKS Lab”. 

o Utilize embedded tutors in partnership with Academic Success 
Centers.

o Professional development 
o Funding for faculty training or conferences 
o Computer lab space for Math 601 “ALEKS Lab”



Questions

9


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Questions

