
FAST FACTS 2017
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  L e a g u e  o f  C a l i f o r n i aNumber of Institutions, 2016-17

CCC 113 Colleges
72 Districts
76 Educational Centers

CSU 23 Colleges
UC 10 Colleges

CCC Students by Gender, 2015-16
Female 53.3%
Male 45.5%
Unknown 1.1%

CCC Students by Age, 2015-16
≤19 25.9%
20-24 31.7%
25-29 13.9%
30-34 7.8%
35 and Over 20.7%
Unknown 0.02%

Undergraduate Fees, 2015-16
Resident Nonresident

CCC $1,380 $9,030
CSU $6,759* $17,919
UC $13,300* $36,178
*includes campus-based fees

Undergraduate Student Enrollment, 2015-16
CCC 2,353,988

1,118,727
66,831

full-year unduplicated headcount (all students)
full-time equivalent students (FTES), credit
non-credit FTES

CSU 474,571 headcount/FTES

UC 210,170 headcount/FTES

Private* 210,407 headcount/FTES
*77 AICCU WASC-accredited 4-year institutions.

Number of Student Transfers to Four-Year Public & Private Institutions
2014-15 2015-16

Community Colleges to University of California 16,037 15,657

Community Colleges to California State University 57,770 58,272

Community Colleges to In-State Private Colleges/Universities 11,000 13,284

Community Colleges to Out of State Colleges/Universities 14,247 15,896

Transfer Rate, 2009-10 to 2015-16 37.9% 38.8%

Degrees & Certificates Awarded, 2015-16
Associate in Science for Transfer 
(AS-T) Degree

14,212

Associate in Arts for Transfer 
(AA-T) Degree

16,635

Associate of Science  (A.S.) 
Degree

32,202

Associate of Arts (A.A.) Degree 66,890

Credit Certificate, < 18 units 8,573

Credit Certificate, 18 to 29.5 
units

14,825

Credit Certificate, 30 to 59.5 
units

39,544

Credit Certificate, 60+ units 977

TOTAL (Credit) 208,633

TOTAL (Non-credit) 15,087

TOTAL (Credit & Non-Credit) 223,720

Students by Ethnicity, Fall 2016
CCCs CA Pop.

African-American 6.4% 6.5%
Native American 0.4% 1.7%
Asian 11.5% 14.7%
Filipino 2.7% **
Hispanic 42.7% 38.8%
Pacific Islander 0.4% 0.5%
White 27.3% 38.0%
Multi-Ethnicity 3.7% 3.8%
Unknown/ 
Nonrespondent

4.7% —

*CA Pop totals more than 100% due to students 
of multiple ethnicity. **Filipinos are included w/
Asians in California population data.
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Per-Student Funding by Education System, 2016-17 (est.)
(Includes General Fund, local property taxes, and tuition and fee revenue net of discounts. Includes support 
for local assistance, state operations, and state-funded retirement contributions and debt service. CCC rates 
include Adult Education Block Grant funding which accounts for $430 per FTE student in 2016-17.)

K–12 $11,601

California Community Colleges (CCC) $7,949

California State University (CSU) $14,723

University of California (UC) $26,391

January 2017

Undergraduate Fees 
Baccalaureate Degree Programs
CCC $10,560
CSU $27,036

Percentage of Public Institution Graduates Who Started at a CCC
California State University 52%
University of California 31%
Upon transferring to either four-year institution, CCC transfers obtain GPAs equal to, or better than, 
“native” UC or CSU students and graduate at rates comparable to “native” UC and CSU students.



Did You Know…
F a c t s  a b o u t  C a l i f o r n i a  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e s

PUBLIC SAFETY AND SECURITY
80% of firefighters, law enforcement officers and EMTs are credentialed at community colleges. 39 colleges 
administer Police Officers Standards and Training (POST) academies. 64 colleges have fire technology 
programs for training firefighters.

NURSING
70% of the nurses in California received their education from community colleges.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATHEMATICS
Transfer students from community colleges to the University of California account for 48% of UC’s bachelor’s 
degrees in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM).

ENROLLMENT
25% of all the community college students nationwide are enrolled in a California community college.

JOB RATINGS
Community colleges have the highest combined “good/excellent” job rating, 65%, among California’s three 
segments of public higher education (according to the latest PPIC poll).

PERSONAL INCOME
California’s personal income will decline by 11% by the year 2020 unless the state increases the number of 
Latinos who attend college.

EARNINGS
$1.6M is the average lifetime earnings of a graduate with an associate’s degree – $400,000 more than for a 
high school graduate.

Students who earn a California community college degree or certificate nearly double their earnings within 3 
years.

DIVERSITY
The enrollment of African-American students in California’s community colleges nearly matches the 
undergraduate enrollment of the University of California. Nearly 1/4 of all Chicanas and Chicanos who 
receive doctorates first attend a community college.

VETERANS
More than 1/2 of California veterans receiving GI educational benefits attend a community college.

TRANSFER
Transfer students who come to UC perform well, persisting and graduating at rates similar to students who enter as 
freshmen. The average time-to-degree for transfer students is just over 2 years (2.4) after coming to the 
University (average time-to-degree for freshman is 4.2). Transfer students continue to be a successful and valued 
part of the UC community.


